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Black, white, gray

Titarenko’s photos of St. Petersburg in new exhibit are eerily timeless and bleak

By Tim SMITH
The Baltimore Sun

Alexey Titarenko’s black-and-white
photographs conjure up gray areas be-
tween motion and inertia, living and
ﬁmnsbfpmmdpmsﬂm'ﬂum

For the third time since 2003, Bnh:n
more’s C, Grimaldis Gallery is
a Titarenko exhibit. This one
the place where the 50-year-old Hu.mnn
photographer was born — known then as
WMMME&EW
government, as St.

The , whose works have
been exhibited widely and are in muse-
ums in Europe and the U.S,, started taking
pictures in the 1970s, but was largely
underground until Perestroika freed up
artistic expression. He has done a lot of
work in and about his hometown.

The current Grimaldis show contains
43 works from the first decade or so of life

ALEXEY TITARENKD PHOTD
Alexey Titarenko's 5t. Petersburg is a place of uncertainty and disparate fates.
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you The photographer’s pﬂnterl}re_'.rn:re-
If 20 ates many an shot — a canal
~ Alexey Titarenko's photographs of where rays of a strange,
St.  are on exhibit rhmghglﬂ'u.mmmk layered
through June 23 at C. Grimaidis with snow, its limbs etched
Gallery, 523 N. Charles St. Call against the backdrop of gray buildings.
410-539-1080 or go to Although winter, and all the meta-
carimaldisgallery.com. phorical coldness and loneliness it im-
o ﬁunmﬂmﬁm}mdﬂm
some warmth. In one particularly
exposure technigue is most provocative, a man and woman,
un-nng]q;nuhof into what looks make their way down a
like a chldufh smoke — with mry:huhafstrm
hands — swirling up Tbeymmmll.ﬂ:emmuhuh
A!hntﬂﬁ:ulhﬂ:jtﬂmgwmtwnulsm frail, on the sidewalk
the distance gets a whimsical slap from an wmmﬁuf:mﬂ:mgmdﬂlhmn
glove stuck to the end of a ﬂlﬁk sure and comfort-
leafless tree branch. In an alley where two  able and confident. They will make it, as so
black cats huddle against the cold, a ~many others have before them.
snow-covered car seems to be keeping timsmith@baltsun.com



